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Name: Souls in Acheron.

Author: Gustave Courbet

Year: 1866.

Technique: Oil on canvas, 195 x 124 cm.

Description: Foucart regards this work as “the most elaborate, the most complex of Courbet’s nudes”. The figure of the young people emulates the position of Psyche in the work, unfortunately destroyed, 

of Venus chasing a Psyche that we know by a photograph. The woman who appears on the white sheets that partially prevents from contemplating her sex, in a foreshortened posture that accentuates her 

beauty. The black hair in the middle reinforces the eroticism of the composition at the bottom of the fall in the penumbra so as not to mislead the spectators. The light slides on the girl’s body, marking the 

contrast with the background. The work was exhibited in the Hall of 1866 obtaining quite success in no distance of the academic students and the idealized eroticism of the sample as it is seen in the Birth of 

Venus of Cabanel or the Bathers of Bouguereau.
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